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the security of nuclear and radiological mate-
rials. We welcome the establishment of the 
Global Threat Reduction Initiative (GTRI) 
and will cooperate closely to implement this 
important new initiative, including by explor-
ing opportunities under the GTRI to reduce 
the threat posed by radiological dispersal de-
vices and by identifying specific radiological 
threat reduction projects that could be im-
plemented. 

Ensuring Radioactive Source Security: We 
remain concerned by the risks posed by the 
potential use of radioactive sources for ter-
rorist purposes. We will work towards having 
effective controls applied by the end of 2005 
in accordance with the IAEA Guidance on 
the Import and Export of Radioactive 
Sources. We will support IAEA efforts to as-
sist countries that need such assistance to es-
tablish effective and sustainable controls. 

Rationalizing Multilateral Disarmament 
Work: We will continue to cooperate in order 
to overcome the stalemate in the Conference 
on Disarmament and pursue reforming of 
the UN General Assembly’s First Committee 
on disarmament and international security. 
These initiatives are part of our broader ef-
forts to streamline and make the multilateral 
disarmament, arms control and non-pro-
liferation machinery more responsive. 

The U.S. and the EU take special note of 
the Conference to Consider and Adopt 
Amendments to the Convention on the Phys-
ical Protection of Nuclear Material 
(CPPNM) that will take place at the IAEA, 
July 4–8 2005, and we urge all States Parties 
to the CPPNM to attend and fully support 
adoption of an amended Convention. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Prime Minister Phan Van Khai of 
Vietnam 
June 21, 2005

President Bush. There will be two open-
ing statements this morning. Mr. Prime Min-
ister, welcome. I want to thank you for the 
constructive visit we just had. We discussed 
a wide range of subjects. We discussed our 
economic relations. And I noted that the Vi-

etnamese economy is growing quite substan-
tially. We talked about our desire for Viet-
nam to join the WTO. We talked about secu-
rity issues and a mutual desire to coordinate 
in the war on terror. 

We talked about humanitarian issues. As 
the Prime Minister noted, the United States 
is supporting the fight against HIV/AIDS in 
Vietnam, and he gave me a report on the 
progress about our mutual desire to help 
those who suffer with HIV/AIDS. We signed 
a landmark agreement that will make it easier 
for people to worship freely in Vietnam. 

And finally, I want to thank the Prime 
Minister for his Government’s willingness to 
continue to work on the—on finding the re-
mains of those who lost their lives in Viet-
nam. It’s very comforting to many families 
here in America to understand that the Gov-
ernment is providing information to help 
close a sad chapter in their lives. 

And finally, the Prime Minister graciously 
invited me to Vietnam. I will be going in 
2006. I’m looking forward to my trip. I’m also 
looking forward to the APEC Summit that 
Vietnam will be hosting. 

Mr. Prime Minister, welcome. 
Prime Minister Khai. Thank you very 

much Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen. 
At the invitation of President George W. 

Bush, it gives me the great pleasure and 
honor as the first Vietnamese Prime Minister 
to pay an official visit to the United States. 
And this event, in itself, shows that Vietnam-
U.S. relations have in fact entered a new 
stage of development. My visit to America 
this time coincides with the 10th anniversary 
of the establishment of our diplomatic rela-
tions. 

During the talks that I had with Mr. Presi-
dent, Mr. President and I were pleased to 
note the significant developments in the two 
countries’ relations, including the good 
progress made in addressing the various 
issues left over by the past as well as the 
various steps to be taken to expand our rela-
tions in the future. 

Mr. President and I also shared the view 
that proceeding from the interest of the two 
countries and given the new developments 
in the region and the world, the two coun-
tries’ relationship should be enhanced. And 
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we should aim to build a friendly relation-
ship, constructive partnership, a comprehen-
sive cooperation on a long-term and stable 
basis as well as on the basis of equality, mu-
tual respect and benefits. 

We believe that America can find in Viet-
nam a potential cooperation partner. We 
have a population of 80 million people, which 
means a huge market for American busi-
nesses. And these people are also very hard 
working, creative, and dynamic. And they are 
now working very hard to achieve the goal 
of building Vietnam into a strong country 
with wealthy people and a democratic and 
advanced society. 

Vietnam is also actively integrating itself 
into the world economy and wishes to be a 
friend and reliable partner of all countries 
in the international community. I also highly 
appreciate Mr. President’s strong support for 
Vietnam’s early WTO accession, and we 
agreed that Vietnam’s accession will be in the 
benefits of both countries, and we agree to 
continue with our bilateral negotiations with 
the aim of concluding those very soon. 

Mr. President and I also agreed that there 
remain differences between our two coun-
tries due to the different conditions that we 
have—the different histories and cultures. 
But we also agreed that we should work to-
gether through constructive dialog based 
upon mutual respect to reduce those dif-
ferences in order to improve our bilateral re-
lations. 

On international issues, Mr. President and 
I exchanged views on the recent develop-
ments in Asia and the Pacific, which we are 
both concerned about. And we also agreed 
on the needs to improve the effectiveness of 
APEC for which the 2006 APEC Summit in 
Vietnam will be an important milestone. 

I am also delighted that President Bush 
has accepted my invitation to visit Vietnam 
and to attend the 2006 APEC Summit, and 
we also welcome your support for the organi-
zation of this summit. 

I am fully confident that my visit to Amer-
ica this time will help uplift the relationship 
between our two countries to a new height, 
and may I finally wish America prosperity 
and happiness to her people. 

I thank you very much for your time. 
President Bush. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. Prime Minister 
Khai spoke in Vietnamese, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam 
June 21, 2005

President George W. Bush welcomed 
Prime Minister Phan Van Khai to the White 
House today to discuss ways to strengthen 
bilateral ties on the occasion of the 10th anni-
versary of the establishment of diplomatic re-
lations between the United States and Viet-
nam. The President and Prime Minister ex-
pressed satisfaction with progress to date and 
affirmed that U.S.-Vietnam relations are 
characterized by mutual respect, growing 
economic and commercial ties, shared inter-
ests in regional peace, prosperity, and secu-
rity in Southeast Asia and the Asia Pacific 
region, and increasing cooperation on a range 
of common concerns. Both leaders re-
affirmed their intention to continue dialogue 
on issues on which differences remain. 

The President and Prime Minister under-
scored the two countries’ common interest 
in further strengthening bilateral cooperation 
in the context of a stable and durable part-
nership. To this end, the President and 
Prime Minister stated their intention to bring 
bilateral relations to a higher plane by devel-
oping a friendly, constructive, and multi-fac-
eted cooperative partnership on the basis of 
equality, mutual respect, and mutual benefit. 
In that spirit, the two leaders agreed to en-
courage greater contact between their coun-
tries’ respective executive and legislative 
branches, commercial and scientific commu-
nities, militaries, and citizens and to encour-
age more cultural and educational exchanges, 
in particular through the Vietnam Education 
Foundation. They further agreed to strength-
en bilateral and multilateral cooperation on 
transnational issues, including the global 
fight against terrorism, transnational crime, 
narcotics, and trafficking in persons and to 
deepen cooperation on health and humani-
tarian issues, including the prevention of 
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